Ultrastructural comparison of endometriotic implants and eutopic endometrium.
Ultrastructural features of endometriotic implants suggest an incomplete response to the prevalent hormonal milieu. The cyclic changes, especially in the secretory phase, appear to depend more on the morphologic differentiation of the ectopic implants than on the hormonal stimulus. The endometriotic tissue encompassed a wide range of morphologic development from poorly to highly differentiated glands. Variations occurred from gland to gland and even within the same gland. Complete proliferative development was found only in some of the patients and full secretory transformation was absent in all. The incomplete morphologic response to cyclic hormonal changes may explain the frequent failure of endocrine therapy.